WHITMAN

"I heed not and have never heeded either cautions, ma-
jorities, nor ridicule."

There are no more precious and tonic pages in
history than the records of men who have faced
unpopularity, odium, haired, ridicule, detraction, m
obedience to an inward voice, and never lost courage
or good-nature. Whitman's i.s the most striking
case in our literary annals, - probably the most
striking one in our century outside of polities ami
religion. The inward voice nlone was the oracle ho
obeyed: "My commission obeying, to question it
never daring."

The bitter-sweet eup of unpopularity he drained
to its dregs, and drained it cheerfully, as one know-
ing beforehand that it is preparing for him and can-
not be avoided.

"Have you learn'd lessons only of thorn* who admired you
and were tender with you? and stood aside for
you ?

Have you not learn "d great lessons from those who reject
you, and brace themselves against you? or who
treat you with contempt, or dispute the pasmigc?
with you?"

Every man is a partaker in the triumph of him
who is always true to himself and makes no com-
promises with customs, schools, or opinions, Whit-
man's life, underneath its easy tolerance ami cheer-
ful good-will, was heroic. He fought hit* battle
98holding me now in hand,
